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“HIGHER EDUCATION IN INDIA: OPPORTUNITIES,
CHALLENGES AND SUGGESTIONS"”

Asmita V. Shirsat, Resarch S cdhedar, Briban Maharaibira College of Conmerve,

Puse |Uwmrerany

Abstract: F-dwation is enc of the aguifiant facters mstrmmwenial i the derchpaent of a caniry. It should be transjormed to the
needs of the time and anging semarse of the workd It provades an sppertunty io oritscally reflect wpon the socal, econamic,
cuitsral, moral and sporitmal osmes jacng bamansty. |ndia weeds wore cffaent and educaied peospd to drive aur cconemny jorvand.
Tiere are mamy [ndian arsand the cormer whe known jor fhesr cgpabaliizes and shalls. To derciap lndia ai an cdwcaivon haub or fo
become o progeroa parteer in plobal cooncary, India bas fe qualstativedy sivengthen educainn o peneral and bipher edmation with
researh) and dereloparent in partiker. The corent sondy aines io bephdht' the challonges and Is point ont ife spportantiics in

hipher cducation sysiem in India

Key Words: Higher Education, sppertanitics, challeages, Callege and ammrersitics and saggestins.

L1 Introduction: India's hagher educabon system
15 the world's thurd largest n terms of smdenis,
next o China and the Unated Sates. In furnre,
India will be one of the largest educanon hubs.
India’s Higher Educanon secior has wainessed a
tremendous increase m the nomber of
Universines/University  level Insomoons &
Colleges since independence and it 1= encouragng
to inceeasing  human  development  Hagher
educaton n Inda has expenenced phenomenal
teachers and managers who are m great demand all
over the wodd MNow u = one of the op @=n
countnes m our mdustnal and technologeal
capacity, because of the sigmibhcant conmmbunon of
manpower and tools provaded by hagher educanon,
especially, techmeal educanon Indm has already
entered into the era of knowledge exploson. It has
proved its tremendous potental by s performance
m nuclear and space domamns. In the commg few
decades will be heralded by space craft, satelhees,
internets  and others offshoots of soennic
enguires. Higher Educanon provides oppomumnes
to the people to reflect on the cnncal socal,
culrural, moral, econome and spraiual ssues faomg
humarry. Higher educanon proandes  specraboed
development. In next few decades, India wall have
word's largest set of young people. Whale the

oof wp  the mark The mcreasing youth

popubbon can be a grear asset if potennal

emplovababity s brought to fretion. Conversely, if

we bl o provade edocanon and employment then

i will open a downsde gate for Indun economy.

Edoranon 5 an esenmal ol for acheving

1.2 Objective

IL To soudy the present sams m  Higher
Educanon system m India

2 To smdy challenges and Oppormumnes m
Hagher educanon

13 Literarure Review:

(Hemnand, 208) Inda has been always been
a2 bad of wholars and lesrners In anoent omes
also, Inda was regarded all over the world for s
weversains bke Tawla Nabnds Vikramshila and
vorverapes, 300 colleges enmolbng abour 2,30,(MK)
students. Snce mdependence Inda has progressed
sgmficanty m terms of higher educanon stanistics.
Thes number has mereased 1o 659 Universines and
33025 colleges ep w0 December 2011-12. Central
Government and state Governments are trying to
nurture talent through focusmg on the number of
Unmveranes and Colleges for expansaon of gher
educanons. There s no doubt o the fact that much
of the progress achseved by Inda i educanon has
come from povate secton. In fact the public sector
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and private sector is not in opposition to ¢ach
other but they are working simultanecusly in
Indian education sphere. UGC 1 s the mam
governing body that enforces the standards, advises
the government and helps coordinate berween
centre and states. The chart 1.1 & 1.2 shown below

depicts the growth of universibes and colleges in
India from 1970 to 2012 respectively. The number
of umversities has grown more than six omes n
last four decades and the number of colleges has
been mereased from 3603 m 1970-T1 o 33000

colleges m 2011-12

The Growth of Universities and Colleges in India from 1970 To 2012

No. of Colleges

A gy gy gr & )
FFFE S

No. of university

~ 24 ERE RS

FEFEE S

Chart 1.1

Chart 1.2

Source: Higher FEducanon in India: Twelfth Five Year Plan (2012-17) and beyond FICCI Higher

Educaton Sumpat 2012
Expenditure on Research and Development

Countries on R & D mure on R & | Yeperformed ture on
(% of GDP 96-03) D(US$ M at FPP) | by HEls R & D Performed at

HEls (US$ M at PPP)
LIsA 2.6 Jn4, 584 168 4TRIO
China 131 72014 10.1 7273
Japan 315 106,854 139 14,853
Incha [IET] 19,500 29 557
Germany 250 54,449 171 9311
Uk .89 31,163 2246 743
Franee 219 AT.06T 189 T1Th
Tealy 16 16,367 326 5.3
| Brail 0,98 . . B
Hussia 1.28 16,838 6.1 1,027
(anada 1.4 18,596 M9 i, 4N
Farea 264 24 269 (18] 2512
Australia 1.63 THIS 268 20r4

*PFPP GDP — purchase power panty, gross domestc product; HEL higher educaton institutions
Source: Daw on expenditure on R & D % of GDP from WIDI (2006) and others from OYCD Science

and Technology Indicarors 2004,
1.4 Opportunities in Higher Education in 1ndia

India is a large country, with an estimated
population of young people aged berween 18 o 23
vears to be around 150 millions. The sheer size of
the offers huge opportumbes

market for

development of the higher education sector in
India. India now boasts of having more than
33,000 colleges and 659 universibes, which has
been quite a remarkable growth dunng the last six
decades. Dunng the last ten years, the changes in
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technology have been considerable and  have
changed to the ways in which people communicate
with each other. The new technologies have the
potennal to support teacher development both in
structured and unstructured ways (Jakobsdoror et
al., 2010). However, vanatons m accessibibty and
the lack of ICT mnfrastructure in some parts of the
world mean that there 15 a danger that differences
berween the developed and the developing world
are likely to become accentuated. In some parts of
the world, teachers and student teachers can access
materials on line. At best, those matenals are
mnteractive and watten for the web; at worst they
consist of books or pdf files that are simply read on

A SCreen.

1.5 Challenges in Higher Education in India

1. Enrolment: The Gross Enrolment Raoo
(GER) of India in higher education is only 15%
which is quite low as compared to the
developed as  well as, other developing
couniries. With the increase of enrolments at
school level, the supply of higher education
institutes is insufficient to meet the growing
demand in the country.

2. Equity: There is no equity in GER among
different sects of the socety. According to
previous studies the GER in higher educanon
in India among male and female vanes o a
greater extent. There ate regional vananons too
some states have high GER while as some 1s
quite behind the nanonal GER which reflect a
significant imbalances within the higher
education system.

3. Qualiry: Quabity in hghee education 15 a mule-
dimensional, mulnlevel, and a dynamic concept.
Ensuring quaklity in higher educanon 15 amongst
the foremost challenges bemg faced in Inda
today. However, Government 15 continuously
focusing on the quality educanon. Sull Large
number of colleges and uriversities in India are
unable to meet the mimmum requirements kad
down by the UGC and our universines are not
in a positon to mark its place among the wp
universities of the woreld.

4, Infrastructure: Poor nfrasrucire 15 another
challenge o the higher educanom syaem of

India paruculady the msurutes run by the
public sector suffer from poor physical facihines
and mfrastructure.

5. Political interference: Most of the educanonal
Instiunions are owned by the polincal leaders,
who are playing key role m goverming bodies of
the Univeraines. They are using the innocent
students for their selfish means..

6. Faculty: Faculty shortages and the mabality of
the state educanonal system 1o attract and
retain well qualified teachers have been posing
challenges 1o quality educanon for many years,
Large numbers of NET / PhD candidates are
unemployed even there are lot of vacancies in
higher education, these deserving candidares
are then applying in other departments which is
a biggest blow w0 the higher educanon system.

7. Accreditation: As per the data provided by the
NAAC, as of June 2010, “not even 25% of the
ol higher educanon instmnons in  the
country were accredited. And among those
accredited, only 3% of the umiversives and
45% of the colleges were found 1o be of quality
to be ranked at "A" level”.

8. Research and Innovatiom: there are very
nomnal scholars m our country whose wnting
iz cited by lamous western authors. There is
mnadequate focus on research i higher
educaton  instmtes. There are insufficient
resources and facthies, as well as, hmited
numbers of quahty faculty to advice students.
Most of the research scholars are without
fellowships or not getung therr fellowships on
e wheeh dircetdy or indircety affects ther
research. Moreover, Indian Higher educanon
msnubons are poody connected to research
centres. S0, this s another area of challenge to
the higher educanon m India

L6 Suggestions Improving the System of

* There 15 2 need 1o mplement mnovanve and
transformanonal approach form pramary o
higher education level w make Indian
educatonal system globally more relevan: and
compentve.
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*  Higher educational institutes need 10 improve
quality and reputation.

® There should be a good mnfrastructure of
srudents.

* (Government must promote collaboranon
top Intermational insttutes and also generates
and research centers of wp msombons for

® There 53 a2 need o focus on the graduate
students by providing them sach courses m
knowledge of subject so that they wall get obs
afier recrmiment m the compames winch
would reduce unnecessary rush o the hgher
education.

* Umniversities and colleges m both pubbe pavate
must be away from the pobincal affdnnons,

*  Favountism, money makmg process should be
out of educanon system etc.

*  There should be 2 mulndsciplnary approach n
higher educanon so that students knowledge
may not be restncted only up w hs own
subjecrs.

1.7 Canclusion:

Educanon s a process by wihach 2 person’s
body, mund and character are formed and
strengthened. It is bnnging of head, heant and mand
together and thus enabling a person 1o develop an
all round persomluy idennfyng the best m hom or
her. Higher educanon m indu has expanded very
rapidly in the last six decades afier mdependence
vet it 1s not equally accessble 1o all. Indua = woday
one of the fastest developing counmes of the
world with the annual growth rate gomng above %6

Bibliography:

Sall 3 brge sechon of the populanon remains
iliterate and 2 karge number of children’s do not
get even ponmary educabon. This s not only
excluded 2 brge secton of the populanon from
coninbutng 0 the development of the country
the benefits of whatever development have taken
= Bong vanous challenges i higher education but
w tackle these challenges and to boost hagher
educabon = uimost mmportant. India 1s a country of
huge human resource potental, to unhse this
potenizl propedy = ithe msoe winch needed to
discuss. Oppormumtes are avahible but how o get
benefits from these oppormumnies and how o make
them accesahle o others = the matter of concem
In order 10 sustan that rate of growth, there
oeed 0 morease the number of msomtes and also
the quabty of hgher educaton n India To reach
and achseve the furure requmwements there 15 an
urgent need to redook at the Financal Resources,
Access and Equry, Quabty Standards, Relevance,
mfrscructure and at the end the Responsiveness.
mplemented can help boost educanon sector n
India We are movmng wowands an era whach would
be defmed by the parameters of knowledge and
wisdom Inda m onder 1o become a2 developed
manon by 2020 and knowledge power by 2015. The
decraons that are gomg 1o be taken on these are
Ekely 1o hold the key to Indua’s future as a center of
knowledge producnon. We need hagher educated
people who are shilled and who can dnve our
people o the outssde wordd then we can transfer
our country from a developmg nabon 10 a
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